Ollinger et al. (1) report that albedo depends on canopy nitrogen. A critic may dismiss this as correlation-does-notequal-causation because the underlying mechanisms linking albedo with nitrogen are unclear. Albedo is controlled by processes other than nitrogen, for instance, canopy water content (2, 3) . Moist dark soil has a lower albedo than dry bright soil (4) , so a drier canopy should change the albedo without changing the canopy nitrogen. Similarly, within the spatial resolution of a MODIS pixel, a tree may fall, revealing bare soil and thus changing the albedo of the pixel (5 
